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A variety of reasons led us to malow, the interns were able to see how
significant changes to our annual Sumnmmauch they have and were grateful to God
Program this year, but, praise God, we &e His provision. Overall, the trip was a
happy to report that it went very well! huge success.

As part of our Summer Program, we Changes to the Summer Program
hire a group of high-school/college-ageeeren’t limited only to the LA trip. In
leadership interns to help run the progrgmeparation for moving out of our center
for kids in the neighborhood. This year, vire June, early in the year, we began dia-
added a week-long missions trip down ltiguing with other Christian ministries in
Los Angeles for these interns. The objdePA to see how we could partner together
tive was to enrich their summer experientte put on the Summer Program. The
by providing them an opportunity to draamily Center hosted the Summer Pro-
closer to God and to each other in a contgsdm for middle-schoolers and Bayshore

different from any they
have experi-
enced. Andy Scheer,
who is joining the vol-
unteer staff team for the
coming year, and | led
the group of interns on
this trip.

We worked with
kids at the Salvation
Army in  Compton,
boxed food at the LA
Regional Food Bank,
and played bingo with
seniors at a retirement
home. We also put on a
church service for the
homeless on Skid Row
and did an altar call at
the end. Two or three
men raised their hands

Christian Ministries
ran the program for
elementary-school
children. New Crea-
tion Homes Minis-
tries graciously let us
use their recreation
room, and Ravens-
wood Youth Athletic
Association came in
the afternoons and
hosted sports and
games for the kids at
the park next door.

There were about 20
kids who were part
of our Summer Pro-
gram. The kids were
able to bond quickly
with each other and
with the interns and

and the interns prayed with them! It was ather volunteers (thank you, volunteers!).
incredible time and God was clearly at wovke had Bible studies, fun workshops
in the hearts of our interns. Many of themanging from learning about Kenya to
commented on how they were surprised tiawer arranging, games and swimming,
they, coming from an under-servexhd a field trip every week. It was a true
neighborhood, were able to help the cojoy to see the kids enjoying themselves,
munities where we served in LA and welearning the Word, and making new
excited to bring what they learned back fteends. Even more joyful though, was to
East Palo Alto (EPA). watch the interns blossom as they stepped

Another major theme was gratinto leadership roles and served as role
tude. After spending some time on Skiabdels to the kids.



When 1 first met him, Julio* had the “He... Is... Risen...” he read slowlybreathing grew heavy, and he leaned over

habit of hiding under his desk when Ke&/hat doeghat mean?” in concentration. He pressed his finger to
encountered a word he didn't know. He | explained as best as | could, and tie words and began: “The... Luh-luh-
would grudgingly read from bool Lord... is my Sh-Shep... Shep-
like Hop on PopandBig Dog, Little herd...”

Dog, until the inevitable occurred ai Julio didn’t stop reading until he had
his voice slowed, wavered, and tF finished the last verse: “...and | will
down he went, sliding down his chi dw-dwell in the house of the Lord...
until he disappeared under the tal for... for-ever!” It was a triumphant
We bribed him with popcorn, sna moment. Not once did he slide un-

time, card games, pleading WOr— der the table. Not once did he sigh,

and yet: nothing. He was immoveable. shrugged, then continued to labor through glare, or groan that reading was
We talked to his brother, his teachdftog and Toad Are FriendsHe had beerborrrring.

his parents. His teacher shook her heatking slow but marked progress. “l read the whole thing!” he crowed,

“Reading just hasnttlickedfor that boy.” A few months later, he paused durimgnce he was finished, and indeed he had.
One day, Julio stared at a cross hasgack time and stared down at his miRraise God for transforming this child’s

ing in the Family Center. “Hey!” he remarked, “I can read this!” Hidife through His Word!
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We started leading Boys’ Bible Club In reflecting on this, | was reminded of +
not knowing any of the kids in the clulhow often we can be like this with God. It We are thankful for the weekly Bible
but over time, we've come to know mawgn be easy to fall into a 'Santa Claus'r ibs we have had this summer to help
of them well. We've seen a communitipnship with God, when we're only ‘goo éep the momentum and the spiritual inter-
form between the boys, even between katsseek Him out because we want sOmet 4jive from the Summer Program. As
who didn't really know each other beforthing from Him. When | feel like this, ibve look forward to another academic year
We've seen some of their attitudes asioesn’t mean | don’t want a relationship, o.e excited for many things including,
lives change drastically for the betvith God—just that | am distracted, in (?ontinuing to offer tutoring to );outh and
ter. We've had a chance to share verbaily, or being selfish. This thought has jrtnering with a local church to host ESL
and in action, God's love with them, awduraged me to persistin relationship Wit§\ ersation clubs for adults. A greater
many of them have responded positivelythese kids and trust that they are lOOki@prhasis this year will be placed on some

However, there have also been chfr friendship and interactions that exteRd ,qse things we have valued from the
lenges. One of the things that has bdmyond us giving them things. In thinki'}?eginning including intentionally spend-
more challenging is when it seems lilebout how | want to engage with these kﬁqa time ’with our neighbors, whether
some of the boys come only if they thirel the time, and not just on their termsy ough having meals together, or partici-
they are going to get something (a tr@m reminded of how God loves us a ting in their “life events.” We hope that
pizza, etc.) from the club. On some weekants to be in a constant, vibrant, bagKase times would lead to deep relation-
it is easy to feel slightly manipulated @nd-forth relationship with us. ships and meaningful conversations.
taken advantage of, when it seems like the As the kids have matured and gotten” 5 \\e say good-bye to Josefina Guil-
kids are only engaging if they think theretis know us better, I'm thankful for th?en, who has faithfully served as our Pro-

something in it for them. mt?lre S|gn|rf1|cant |n_tehract|ons We];ve hbi%am Manager this past year, and the ma-
able to have with many of them,iw of our 2-year volunteer staff team,
n we also welcome 3 of these members onto

our Board of Directors! LaRena Woods
and June Park will take on financial and
administrative roles for the Family Center,

- Pray for the 6 new volunteer staff who have si do intern with the Family Cen- . :
y e y éespectlvely, and Johann John will lead our

ter for one year. Pray that they would connectkjyiwith neighbors and experienc | ff Thi
all that God has prepared for them in this place. new volunteer staif team. This new team
consists of 6 people of very diverse back-

- Pray for the transition of leadership responsiktito our new Board of Directors. grounds and experiences, one of whom
- Pray for favor with we seek out a new locationdar tutoring and ESL programs. grew up in our neighborhood and has been

. Pray for volunteers who can help with tutoring amentoring youth. a Summer Program leadership intern for
many years. We look forward to all that

- Pray for our ongoing financial and prayer suppaising. God will do in this coming year!



